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fill out this form and mail it to:

If you have questions about the study, please contact
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Chatlie Webb study team contacts listed in
Community Involvement Coordinator t.he box on page 3 at any
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Affiliation:

If you wonld like a copy of this in Spanish, please contact Gladys Gonzalez at (414) 359-2300.
Si prefieres una copia en espanol, por favor llama Gladys Gonzale al (414) 359-2300.

If you wonld like a copy of this in Hmong, please contact 1 ictor M. Vaj at (414) 527-0828.
Yogtias koj xav tan ib daim ntawy no ua lus Hmoob, bu xovtooj ran Victor M. Vaj ntawm (414) 527-0828.
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= Marquette Interchange hearing set for November 15
November 15 Public urged to attend and make views known - consensus central to final decision
Public Hearing The Wisconsin Department of Trans-

portation (WisDOT) has scheduled a

When: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. public hearing on the reconstruction of

Where: Milwaukee County the Marquette Interchange for Thurs-
Teasic Camitae day, November 15 from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
(Hatbor Lights at the Milwaukee County Transit
Room) Center’s Harbor Lights Room on East

9049 E. Michigan St. Michigan Street. Please attend the hear-
Milwaukee ing and make your comments known as

Parking: Parking garage at WisDOT nears the end of its 24-month
Transit Center and study on how to reconstruct the
on-street patking Marquette Interchange.

WSCONSy, The public hearing and the 30-day com-
g* *3 ment period, which starts on Novem-
%’ E ber 1 and lasts until November 30, ate

o waf the final opportunities for you to give

us your ideas before a decision on which
I ]ternative o related options are selected

—

About 300,000 cars and trucks use the
interchange daily. It is vital to the economic
well being of Wisconsin.

for the reconstruction. The Governor
will make the final decision on the reconstruction, with a recommendation
by the Secretary of WisDOT, in December or January.

WisDOT and its consultants will be at the hearing to answer your questions and show you the alternatives and options
being considered.

There ate several ways for you to let us know how you think the interchange should be reconstructed. At the hearing
court reporters will be available to record your comments and comment forms for you to leave your written remarks..
Comment forms that you can take home and mail back to us before November 30 will also be provided. You may also e-
mail your comments to donald.thodes@dot.state.wi.us before the November 30 deadline.

Let your opinion be known! Please come to the hearing, mail in a comment form, or e-mail your comments to us.

WisDOT study in final stages; Environmental Assessment available for review

The Marquette Interchange is the cornerstone of the southeastern Wisconsin freeway system. Interstates 94 and 43
intersect at the interchange, which links about one-third of the state’s freeway traffic to the rest of the country.

The interchange has deteriorated from high traffic volume, its unique design, melting snow, salt, studded snow tires, and
age. The problems of the interchange must be addressed soon.



WisDOT considered numerous altet-
natives during the study and eliminated
all but two from further consideration
based on engineering, traffic analysis,

and public input.

WisDOT and the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration have prepared an Environ-
mental Assessment that documents the
need to reconstruct the interchange, the
alternatives that were considered, and
the impacts of each alternative. The
Environmental Assessment is available
for review at WisDOT District 2 Of-
fice, Room 210, 141 N.W. Bartow St.
Waukesha; WisDOT Bureau of Envi-
ronment, 4802 Sheboygan Ave., Room
451, Madison; Milwaukee Public Li-
brary Reference Dept., 841 W. Wiscon-
sin Ave, Milwaukee; and City of Mil-
waukee Legislative Reference Bureau,
200 E. Wells St., Milwaukee. Several
copies of the Environmental Assess-
ment will be available for review at the
November 15 public hearing,

Community invelvement

The reconstruction of the Marquette
Interchange is a state project that will
greatly affect the quality of life in Mil-
waukee. The expressed needs and de-
sires of the residents from the city,
county, and surrounding areas have
shaped the refinement of the design
alternatives.

To ensure good communication and
dialog with the community, Governor
Scott McCallum and the WisDOT
study team conducted extensive public
outreach. The outreach efforts in-
formed the public about the recon-
struction, encouraged comments on
preferences, and sought consensus on
the alternative and options to be se-
lected.

The Governor talked to stakeholders
at the state fair and other locations and
compiled comments on his Web site.

MARQUETTE INTERCHANGE

The study team held three open house
meetings and over 180 meetings with
business organizations, service clubs,
community groups, minority organiza-
tions, schools, and neatby property own-
ets. It also maintained a Web site and
distributed newsletters and fliers.

The news media provided extensive cov-
erage of the study.

Alternatives under consideration

The study team’s objectives in redesign-
ing the interchange are to improve ease
of driving and safety by:

¢ DPlacing all entrances and exits on the
right

¢ Improving the spacing between exit
and entrance ramps

¢ Eliminating or improving unsafe sec-
tions of heavy traffic weaving/merg-
ing
As noted eatlier, thete are two alterna-
tives still under consideration - the No-
Build Alternative and the Build Altet-
native. The No-Build Alternative would
replace the interchange over the next 10
to 15 years in exactly the same configu-
ration. While this would address the
deteriorated bridges, it would not ad-
dress the safety problems that result
from the obsolete 1950s design. The
No-Build Alternative must be evaluated
as part of federal and state environmen-
tal regulations and serves as a baseline
for comparison to other alternatives.

The Build Alternative would completely
reconfigure the interchange and the four
approaches from the east, west, north,
and south. The Build Alternative as-
sumes that Aldrich Chemical will be re-
located from the interchange to another
location in the city of Milwaukee.

There are five design options with the
Build Alternative. All the options are re-
lated to the location of local street exit
and entrance ramps.

Option A: 13th Street Exit. This op-
tion provides an exit at 13th Street to
maintain an access point to Marquette
University and the Menomonee Valley,
mncluding the Potawatomi Casino. It
could save two minutes travel time to
some destinations. The additional cost
of providing the 13th Street exit is $5
million.

Options B and C: Plankinton Inter-
change. These options would keep ac-
cess from 1-794 to Plankinton for mo-
torists coming from the north and
south (Option B) and from the north,
south, and west (Option C). The op-
tions could save one to two minutes
of travel time. Option B would cost an
additional $47 million and require re-
locating one business. Option C would
cost an additional $60 million and re-
quire relocating two businesses. Option
C would place I-794 traffic over
Clybourn Street and much closer to
buildings on the north and south sides
of 1-794.

Option E: Walnut Street Half In-
terchange. This option would improve
freeway access to Walnut Street by pro-
viding a connection with 1-43 to and
from the north. The option would cost
$6 million and require right-of-way ac-
quisition from a Milwaukee Public
Schools’ playground, Carver Park, and
an apartment building,

Option F: 11th Street Re-Alignment.
This option realigns 11th Street at Wis-
consin Avenue to make it easier for
Marquette University students walking
from Carpenter Tower to campus. The
option would cost $5 million.

Context sensitive design

Since January 2001, four context sen-
sitive design workshops have been held.
These workshops have been attended
by numerous state and local officials
and community groups. During the
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workshops, ideas were proposed and
discussed to make the appearance of
the interchange blend with downtown,
the Historic Third Ward, the
Menomonee Valley, the near west side,
and the near north side.

Workshop organizers intend to expand
the level of participation to include
community leaders throughout four
distinct districts. These four groups will
suggest designs that reflect the nature
and spirit of particular areas of Mil-
waukee. A consistent design theme will
be used, with the four workgroups pro-
viding variations on that theme.

What's next?

November 15: Public hearing
Your opportunity to provide input.

November 1 to November 30:
Public comment period Comment
on the alternatives and the Environ-
mental Assessment.

December or January: WisDOT
selects perferred alternative
WisDOT will consider public com-
ments as well as engineering and traf-
fic data, costs, and impacts to select the
preferred alternative, including the op-
tions.

February 2002: Public Information
Meeting An opportunity for the pub-
lic to view the selected alternative and
obtain information about the design
and construction of the interchange.

2002 to 2004: Design the selected
alternative

2004: Construction begins

The plans for the reconstruction of the
Marquette Interchange accommodate
the existing six-lane freeways to the
north, south, and west.

If the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commission study currently
under way recommends that additional
capacity be added to one or all of the
freeway approaches, the Build Alterna-
tive interchange design can still be used
with modification. Additional right-of-
way may need to be acquired depend-
ing on which freeways are expanded.
Those decisions, however, will require
additional study and consensus of local
governments.




